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From the Cover: A hepatitis B virus causes chronic infections in equids worldwide - PMChttps://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8020657/
[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. Equids, including donkeys and zebras, host a distinct species of hepatitis B virus (EqHBV) that causes chronic infections resembling human CHB.
2. In vitro infection studies suggest that horses may also be susceptible to EqHBV, indicating a broad host range among equids.
3. EqHBV offers unique opportunities for in vivo studies of both chronic hepatitis B and HBV/HCV coinfections in terms of pathogenesis and therapy optimization.
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Appears moderately imbalanced: The article provides some useful information, but is missing several important points or pieces of evidence that would be required to present the discussed topics in a balanced and reliable way. You are encouraged to seek a more balanced perspective on the presented issues by exploring the provided research topics and looking at different information sources.
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The article titled "A hepatitis B virus causes chronic infections in equids worldwide" published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (PNAS) provides insights into a newly discovered hepatitis B virus (HBV) species, Equid HBV (EqHBV), which infects donkeys and zebras globally. The authors report that EqHBV causes a hepatotropic disease comparable to human HBV infection and prolonged infections, resembling chronic hepatitis B in humans. They suggest that EqHBV offers unique opportunities for in vivo studies of both chronic hepatitis B and HBV/HCV coinfections in terms of pathogenesis and therapy optimization.

The article appears to be well-researched and provides detailed information on the discovery, characteristics, and potential implications of EqHBV. However, there are some potential biases and limitations to consider.

One-sided reporting: The article focuses primarily on the discovery of EqHBV and its similarities to human HBV infection. While the authors briefly mention the lack of suitable animal models for CHB drug development, they do not explore alternative animal models or discuss potential limitations or challenges associated with using equids as animal models.

Unsupported claims: The authors suggest that EqHBV offers unique opportunities for preclinical testing of novel therapeutics for CHB and investigating HBV/HCV interplay upon coinfection. While this may be true, there is no evidence presented to support these claims.

Missing points of consideration: The article does not discuss potential risks associated with studying EqHBV in equids or using equids as animal models for CHB drug development. Additionally, there is no discussion on how this discovery may impact equid populations or veterinary medicine.

Missing evidence for claims made: The authors suggest that horses might be suitable for EqHBV and HBV infections in vivo based on in vitro infection studies. However, there is no evidence presented to support this claim in vivo.

Unexplored counterarguments: The article does not explore potential counterarguments or limitations to using equids as animal models for CHB drug development or studying EqHBV in equids.

Promotional content: The article appears to promote the use of EqHBV as an animal model for CHB drug development without discussing potential limitations or challenges associated with this approach.

Partiality: The article focuses primarily on the discovery and potential implications of EqHBV, without exploring alternative perspectives or viewpoints.

In conclusion, while the article provides valuable insights into a newly discovered HBV species in equids, there are some potential biases and limitations to consider. Further research is needed to fully understand the implications of this discovery and its potential applications in CHB drug development.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Risks associated with studying EqHBV in equids

· Alternative animal models for CHB drug development

· Impact of EqHBV on equid populations and veterinary medicine

· Evidence for using horses as in vivo models for EqHBV and HBV infections

· Limitations and challenges of using equids as animal models for CHB drug development

· Counterarguments to using equids as animal models for CHB drug development
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