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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. The concept of the alpha wolf, popularized by David Mech's book "The Wolf: The Ecology and Behavior of an Endangered Species," is based on research done on captive wolves and has been largely debunked in the wild.
2. Wolf packs consist of a mom, dad, and their offspring, with sometimes even more than one breeding pair or aunts and uncles present. Older individuals in the pack are often key to the pack's success in fights for territory.
3. A recent study found that infection by the toxoplasmosis pathogen in wolves can affect their decision to disperse and assume leadership roles, providing a simple but significant factor in understanding wolf behavior.
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May be slightly imbalanced: The article presents the information in a generally reliable way, but there are minor points of consideration that could be explored further or claims that are not fully backed by appropriate evidence. Some perspectives may also be omitted, and you are encouraged to use the research topics section to explore the topic further.
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The article "The Myth of the Alpha Wolf" by The New Yorker provides a detailed analysis of the history and behavior of wolves, particularly debunking the idea of an alpha wolf. The author highlights the work of David Mech, a senior research scientist for the United States Geological Survey, who has been studying wolves for over sixty-three years. Mech's research shows that pack order is not determined by dominance through aggression but rather by family structure, with parents being the heads of packs.

The article also discusses how the terminology of "alpha" and "beta" came about from Rudolph Schenkel's study on captive wolves in 1934. However, Mech later found that Schenkel's study was mostly wrong and relied on research done on captive wolves. The author notes that field biologists no longer use these terms but they have proved too useful for humans to drop.

The article also explores other aspects of wolf behavior such as their sociality within and between packs, fights between packs for territory, and how older individuals in a pack are more likely to win battles. Additionally, the article discusses how infection by toxoplasmosis can affect wolf behavior and decision-making.

Overall, the article provides a well-researched and informative analysis of wolf behavior while debunking common myths about alpha wolves. However, it is important to note that there may be biases present in the article due to its focus on Mech's research and perspective. Additionally, some counterarguments or alternative perspectives could have been explored further to provide a more balanced view.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Alternative perspectives on wolf pack hierarchy

· The impact of human intervention on wolf behavior

· The role of communication in wolf packs

· The effects of climate change on wolf populations

· The relationship between wolves and other predators in their ecosystem

· The history of wolf conservation efforts and their effectiveness
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