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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. This article discusses the importance of asking scientific questions and proposing hypotheses in microbial ecology.
2. It emphasizes the need for clear scientific aims and explains why aimless studies are inadequate.
3. It highlights the urgent need for greater understanding of microbial ecology due to global issues such as climate change, pandemics, and antibiotic resistance, and stresses the importance of communicating what defines good science to stakeholders and the general public.
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May be slightly imbalanced: The article presents the information in a generally reliable way, but there are minor points of consideration that could be explored further or claims that are not fully backed by appropriate evidence. Some perspectives may also be omitted, and you are encouraged to use the research topics section to explore the topic further.
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The article is written by a respected scientist in the field of microbial ecology, James Prosser, which lends it credibility. The article is well-written and clearly outlines its main points in an easy-to-follow manner. The article does not appear to be biased or one-sided; rather, it presents a balanced view on the importance of asking scientific questions and proposing hypotheses in microbial ecology. Furthermore, it provides evidence for its claims by citing current global issues that necessitate greater understanding of microbial ecology. 
The article does not appear to be missing any points of consideration or evidence for its claims; however, it could have explored counterarguments more thoroughly or presented both sides equally when discussing why aimless studies are inadequate. Additionally, there is no promotional content present in the article nor any partiality towards any particular viewpoint or opinion. Finally, possible risks associated with microbial ecology are noted throughout the article but could have been discussed more extensively if necessary.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Microbial ecology research methods
· Microbial ecology risk assessment
· Microbial ecology hypothesis testing
· Microbial ecology data analysis
· Microbial ecology global implications
· Microbial ecology counterarguments
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