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1. An amendment to the Constitution has been proposed in Singapore to allow the president and ministers to accept appointments in foreign and international organisations in their private capacities, if required by national interest.

2. The proposed Bill aims to create a framework that enables the president and ministers to perform such roles in their private capacities, with legal parameters set out for acceptance, holding, and relinquishment of these positions.

3. President Tharman Shanmugaratnam currently holds several international appointments, and the Bill seeks to clarify the process for him and other ministers to take on such roles while ensuring that it is in the national interest.
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May be slightly imbalanced: The article presents the information in a generally reliable way, but there are minor points of consideration that could be explored further or claims that are not fully backed by appropriate evidence. Some perspectives may also be omitted, and you are encouraged to use the research topics section to explore the topic further.
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The article discusses a proposed amendment to the Constitution of Singapore that would allow the president and ministers to take on international roles in foreign and international organizations in their private capacities. The rationale behind this proposal is that accepting such positions could enhance Singapore's international standing and advance national interests.

One potential bias in the article is the lack of discussion on potential conflicts of interest that may arise from allowing the president and ministers to hold positions in foreign organizations. While it is mentioned that the Cabinet must advise the president or prime minister on whether it is in the national interest for them to accept these roles, there is no mention of how conflicts of interest will be managed or mitigated. This lack of consideration for potential risks could be seen as a bias towards promoting the benefits of holding these international roles without addressing any drawbacks.

Additionally, the article focuses primarily on President Tharman Shanmugaratnam's current international appointments and his need to review them following his election as president. While it mentions that other ministers may also be allowed to take on similar roles, there is limited discussion on how this amendment could potentially impact other members of the government or how it fits into a broader strategy for Singapore's international engagement. This one-sided reporting could be seen as biased towards highlighting President Tharman's specific situation rather than providing a comprehensive analysis of the proposed amendment.

Furthermore, there are unsupported claims in the article, such as stating that accepting international roles can enhance Singapore's international standing without providing evidence or examples to support this assertion. Additionally, there are missing points of consideration, such as how these international appointments may impact domestic governance or whether there are any legal or ethical implications to consider.

Overall, while the article provides an overview of the proposed constitutional amendment and its implications for President Tharman and other ministers, it lacks depth in its analysis and fails to address potential biases, risks, and counterarguments associated with allowing government officials to hold international roles in their private capacities.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Potential conflicts of interest in government officials holding international roles

· Strategies for managing conflicts of interest in public officials' international appointments

· Impact of government officials' international roles on domestic governance

· Legal and ethical implications of government officials holding international positions

· Counterarguments against government officials taking on international roles in private capacities

· Best practices for government officials balancing international roles with national interests
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