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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. Labour's economic plan under Keir Starmer is more interventionist and bolder than anticipated, with a focus on green energy subsidies and technology.
2. The plan includes borrowing £28bn a year until 2030 for green transition policies, making it the most costly policy in Labour's draft manifesto.
3. Labour also aims to shift power from employers to workers through employment rights reforms, but there are concerns about the affordability of the economic plan and its impact on capital markets.
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Appears moderately imbalanced: The article provides some useful information, but is missing several important points or pieces of evidence that would be required to present the discussed topics in a balanced and reliable way. You are encouraged to seek a more balanced perspective on the presented issues by exploring the provided research topics and looking at different information sources.
[bookmark: _Toc4]Article analysis:
The article titled "The Starmer Project: Labour’s surprisingly bold economic agenda" in the Financial Times provides an analysis of the economic agenda being pursued by Keir Starmer, the leader of the UK's Labour Party. While the article highlights some of the key policies and proposals put forward by Starmer and his team, it also raises questions about their feasibility and potential risks.

One potential bias in the article is its focus on questioning the affordability and practicality of Labour's economic plan. The article suggests that Labour may be getting "cold feet" about its proposed spending due to rising borrowing costs and competing demands for public services. It also raises concerns about how capital markets will react to increased borrowing, potentially pushing up yields. These concerns are presented without providing a balanced assessment of the potential benefits and long-term impact of Labour's proposed investments in green transition policies.

Another bias in the article is its emphasis on potential criticism from business groups and conservative politicians. The article mentions that some business groups have quietly lobbied against Labour's employment rights policies, arguing that they would impose burdens on employers. However, it does not provide a comprehensive analysis of the potential benefits for workers or address any counterarguments in favor of stronger employment rights.

The article also highlights potential challenges for Labour in distinguishing itself from the current government in areas such as health and education. It suggests that Labour is treading cautiously and not proposing major boosts in funding for public services due to fiscal constraints. However, it does not explore alternative approaches or consider how increased investment in these areas could lead to long-term cost savings or improved outcomes.

Additionally, there are some unsupported claims made in the article. For example, it states that Starmer's economic plan would represent a "striking shift" in how the economy is run without providing evidence or comparisons to previous policies. It also claims that Labour is consistently ahead in opinion polls without citing specific sources or data.

Overall, while the article provides some insights into Labour's economic agenda, it is important to critically analyze its biases and consider alternative perspectives. It would be beneficial to explore the potential benefits and risks of Labour's proposals in more depth, as well as provide a more balanced assessment of their feasibility and impact.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Analysis of the potential benefits and long-term impact of Labour's proposed investments in green transition policies

· Counterarguments in favor of stronger employment rights and their potential benefits for workers

· Alternative approaches to boosting funding for public services and their potential long-term cost savings or improved outcomes

· Evidence and comparisons of how Labour's economic plan represents a striking shift in how the economy is run

· Data and sources on Labour consistently being ahead in opinion polls

· Comprehensive analysis of the feasibility and potential risks of Labour's economic agenda
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