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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. The primary driver for increasing undergraduate placements in underserved areas is a concern about the future shortage of general practitioners, leading to a shift towards community-based placements.

2. Community placements aim to provide students with exposure to diverse patient demographics and are often generalist in nature, focusing on primary care settings over extended periods.

3. Existing reviews have shown positive outcomes of placements in underserved areas, but there is a need for further exploration of the strengths and weaknesses for both medical students and supervisors involved in these initiatives.
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May be slightly imbalanced: The article presents the information in a generally reliable way, but there are minor points of consideration that could be explored further or claims that are not fully backed by appropriate evidence. Some perspectives may also be omitted, and you are encouraged to use the research topics section to explore the topic further.
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The article "A systematic literature review of undergraduate clinical placements in underserved areas" by Crampton (2013) provides a comprehensive overview of the impact of community placements in underserved areas on medical students and supervisors. The author highlights the shift towards community-based placements as a response to workforce planning issues, particularly the shortage of future general practitioners. The review aims to identify the strengths and weaknesses of such placements for both students and supervisors.

One potential bias in the article is the focus on positive outcomes of community placements. While the author acknowledges some challenges such as lack of student interest and difficulty in access to healthcare, there is an overall emphasis on the benefits of these initiatives. This bias may stem from a desire to promote community placements as a viable solution to address healthcare disparities in underserved areas.

The article also lacks a critical examination of potential drawbacks or unintended consequences of community placements. For example, there is limited discussion on how these placements may impact the quality of education received by students or how they may affect patient care in underserved areas. Additionally, there is little exploration of alternative approaches to addressing workforce shortages beyond community placements.

Furthermore, the article does not thoroughly explore counterarguments or conflicting evidence regarding the effectiveness of community placements. By focusing primarily on positive outcomes and supportive research findings, the author may be overlooking important nuances and complexities associated with these initiatives.

There is also a lack of consideration for potential risks associated with community placements, such as ethical concerns related to student involvement in underserved communities or challenges in providing adequate supervision and support for students in these settings. By not addressing these risks, the article presents a somewhat idealized view of community placements without acknowledging their limitations.

Overall, while the article provides valuable insights into the impact of undergraduate clinical placements in underserved areas, it could benefit from a more balanced and critical analysis that considers both positive and negative aspects of these initiatives. By addressing potential biases, exploring conflicting evidence, and acknowledging risks associated with community placements, future research can provide a more nuanced understanding of their implications for medical education and healthcare delivery.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Ethical concerns of student involvement in underserved communities in medical education

· Impact of community placements on patient care in underserved areas

· Challenges in providing supervision and support for medical students in community placements

· Alternative approaches to addressing workforce shortages in healthcare beyond community placements

· Conflicting evidence on the effectiveness of undergraduate clinical placements in underserved areas

· Risks and limitations of community placements for medical students and supervisors
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