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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. The common understanding of the Hebrew verb ראה as "to create" in Genesis 1 and Psalm 104 has been challenged by an alternative hypothesis that suggests it actually means "to separate."

2. The traditional interpretation of ראה as "to create" is based on the idea that God is the only subject of the verb in the Hebrew Bible, leading to the conclusion that it signifies God's unique act of creating something entirely new.

3. By examining Genesis 1 and Psalm 104 separately and then comparing them, the author aims to demonstrate the significance of understanding ראה as "to separate" for interpreting these texts' descriptions of the universe's creation.
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May be slightly imbalanced: The article presents the information in a generally reliable way, but there are minor points of consideration that could be explored further or claims that are not fully backed by appropriate evidence. Some perspectives may also be omitted, and you are encouraged to use the research topics section to explore the topic further.
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The article by Ellen van Wolde discusses the verb ‫ברא in Genesis 1 and Psalm 104, challenging the common understanding that it signifies creation and proposing an alternative interpretation that it means "to separate." The author begins by outlining the standard position on the verb's meaning as creation and highlights the historical doubts raised by some scholars regarding this interpretation. Van Wolde then proceeds to analyze Genesis 1 and Psalm 104 separately before comparing them to demonstrate the significance of interpreting ‫ברא as "to separate."

One potential bias in the article is the author's clear preference for the alternative interpretation of ‫ברא as "to separate." Van Wolde argues for this perspective throughout the article without giving equal weight to opposing views or fully exploring counterarguments. This one-sided reporting may lead readers to question the validity of her claims and overlook important nuances in the debate surrounding the verb's meaning.

Furthermore, while Van Wolde presents a detailed analysis of Genesis 1 and Psalm 104 from her proposed perspective, there are instances where unsupported claims are made without sufficient evidence. For example, she asserts that interpreting ‫ברא as "to separate" offers a superior understanding of these texts without providing concrete examples or empirical data to support this assertion. This lack of evidence weakens the credibility of her argument and leaves room for skepticism.

Additionally, there are missing points of consideration in the article, such as a more comprehensive discussion of how other biblical scholars have interpreted ‫ברא over time. By focusing primarily on her own hypothesis and neglecting alternative viewpoints, Van Wolde limits the scope of her analysis and fails to provide a well-rounded examination of the topic.

Overall, while Van Wolde's article offers an intriguing perspective on the verb ‫ברא in Genesis 1 and Psalm 104, it is important for readers to approach her arguments critically and consider potential biases in her presentation. By acknowledging these limitations and engaging with a diverse range of scholarly perspectives on this topic, readers can gain a more nuanced understanding of the complexities involved in interpreting ancient texts like Genesis and Psalms.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Alternative interpretations of the Hebrew verb ‫ברא in Genesis and Psalms

· Historical debates on the meaning of ‫ברא in biblical texts

· Scholarly perspectives on the verb ‫ברא in ancient Hebrew literature

· Comparative analysis of creation narratives in different religious traditions

· The role of separation in ancient Near Eastern cosmology

· The significance of linguistic nuances in biblical interpretation
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