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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. This article explains the rights and responsibilities of associate members in maintained schools, and how they differ from governors.
2. Associate members can bring specific skills to the governing body or be appointed to tackle a particular problem or project.
3. The main differences between governors and associate members are that associate members cannot vote at full governing body meetings, cannot use a casting vote if they are the committee chair, and can be excluded from a meeting by the governing body if an individual staff member or pupil is discussed.
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Appears well balanced: The article presents the information in a reliable and balanced way, without biases and prejudices. The claims made in the article are well supported and, where applicable, all sides of the argument are given opportunity to present their point of view. The article appears trustworthy and reliable.
[bookmark: _Toc4]Article analysis:
This article provides an overview of the rights and responsibilities of associate members in maintained schools, as well as how they differ from governors. The article is written in a clear and concise manner, making it easy to understand for readers who may not have prior knowledge of this topic. The article also includes quotes from relevant legislation which adds credibility to its claims. 
The article does not appear to contain any biases or one-sided reporting, as it presents both sides equally without favouring either one over the other. It also does not contain any unsupported claims or missing points of consideration; all claims made are backed up with evidence from relevant legislation. Furthermore, there is no promotional content present in the article, nor does it appear to be partial towards either side. 
The only potential issue with this article is that it does not explore any counterarguments; however, since this is an informational piece about rights and responsibilities rather than an opinion piece, this is understandable. All possible risks associated with being an associate member are noted throughout the article as well. 
In conclusion, this article appears to be reliable and trustworthy overall; it provides accurate information about associate members in maintained schools without any bias or partiality towards either side.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Associate member roles in maintained schools
· Responsibilities of associate members in maintained schools
· Rights of associate members in maintained schools
· Difference between associate members and governors
· Legal framework for associate members in maintained schools
· Potential risks of being an associate member in maintained schools
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