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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. Islam does not support the derogatory term "bastard" for children conceived outside of marriage, as it is hurtful and unjust to blame a child for the sins of others.
2. According to shari'a, illegitimate children should not be discriminated against in society and should be treated with kindness and generosity.
3. In terms of legal status, if the paternity of an illegitimate child is unknown, they should carry the name of their mother's family and only inherit from the mother or her family.
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May be slightly imbalanced: The article presents the information in a generally reliable way, but there are minor points of consideration that could be explored further or claims that are not fully backed by appropriate evidence. Some perspectives may also be omitted, and you are encouraged to use the research topics section to explore the topic further.
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The article titled "How Does Shari'a Define An Illegitimate Child?" provides a detailed explanation of how Islamic shari'a law views and treats illegitimate children. The article emphasizes the importance of not discriminating against or humiliating illegitimate children, as they are not responsible for the actions of their parents. It also highlights the concept of individual responsibility in Islam and the idea that no one should be punished for sins they did not commit.

One potential bias in the article is its focus on presenting a positive and inclusive view of how illegitimate children should be treated in Islamic society. While this is important, it may overlook some of the challenges and stigmas that illegitimate children face in certain communities. The article could benefit from acknowledging these challenges and discussing ways to address them within an Islamic framework.

Additionally, the article does not provide any evidence or sources to support its claims about how illegitimate children should be treated according to shari'a law. Including references to specific religious texts or scholarly interpretations would strengthen the credibility of the information presented.

Furthermore, the article only presents one side of the argument regarding the treatment of illegitimate children in Islam. It would be beneficial to explore potential counterarguments or differing perspectives on this issue to provide a more balanced view.

Overall, while the article offers valuable insights into how Islamic shari'a law views illegitimate children, it could benefit from addressing potential biases, providing more evidence for its claims, exploring counterarguments, and presenting a more balanced perspective on the topic.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Challenges faced by illegitimate children in Islamic societies

· Stigmas associated with illegitimate children in Muslim communities

· Scholarly interpretations of shari'a law on illegitimate children

· Counterarguments on the treatment of illegitimate children in Islam

· Psychological impact of being an illegitimate child in Islamic culture

· Support systems for illegitimate children in Muslim-majority countries
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