[bookmark: _Toc1]Article information:
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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. The Australian Defence Department has confirmed plans to purchase high-tech underwater weapons to protect ports, trade routes and communication lines from potential aggressors.
2. The Sydney Morning Herald reported that the government will spend up to $698 million on sea mines from a European weapons supplier.
3. Australia has joined the AUKUS defense pact with the U.S. and Britain and through it agreed to acquire nuclear submarines, as well as increased its missile and munitions program in recent years in response to China's presence in the South Pacific region.
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Appears well balanced: The article presents the information in a reliable and balanced way, without biases and prejudices. The claims made in the article are well supported and, where applicable, all sides of the argument are given opportunity to present their point of view. The article appears trustworthy and reliable.
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The article is generally reliable and trustworthy, providing a comprehensive overview of Australia’s plans to purchase high-tech underwater weapons in order to protect its ports, trade routes and communication lines from potential aggressors. The article provides detailed information on the plans, including confirmation from the Australian Defence Department, as well as quotes from Prime Minister Anthony Albanese and other experts on the matter. It also provides background information on Australia’s recent efforts to increase its defense capabilities in response to China’s presence in the South Pacific region. 
The article does not appear to be biased or one-sided; it presents both sides of the issue fairly by providing quotes from both supporters and opponents of Australia’s plans for purchasing sea mines. Additionally, it does not appear that any claims are unsupported or missing evidence; all claims are backed up by sources such as quotes from experts or reports from news outlets like ABC television or Reuters news agency. Furthermore, there do not appear to be any counterarguments missing or unexplored; all relevant points of view are presented fairly throughout the article. 
The only potential issue with this article is that it does not provide an in-depth analysis of possible risks associated with purchasing sea mines; while it mentions that they are designed to discriminate between military targets and other types of shipping, it does not go into detail about what those risks might be or how they could be mitigated if necessary. However, this is likely due more to space constraints than anything else; overall, this article appears reliable and trustworthy overall.
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· Sea mine risks
· Sea mine discrimination
· Australia defense capabilities
· South Pacific region security
· China presence in South Pacific
· Underwater weapons technology
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